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World War | was the first war to involve civilians on a massive scale. With the city
transformed into a "home front", its inhabitants became participants in a war which,
though waged in remote regions, affected each and everybody's life with great
immediacy. War enthusiasm and expectations of an early victory were short-lived and
soon gave way to a more sober mood. Masses of war refugees arrived in the city, which
struggled to meet their basic needs. Replacing the labour of men who had gone to fight,
women and children were drawn into a war that had to be won not only on the
battlefields, but also on the so-called "home front". War propaganda contrasted ever
more starkly with reality as Vienna's multi-ethnic population suffered supply shortages
and food was rationed and hard to find. In 1917, people were finally starving.
Demonstrations and hunger protests were the harbingers of the eventual collapse of the
monarchy. The exhibition looks at the "home front" in an effort to present different

perspectives on what happened there.
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